Maidwell Hall’s Thoroughly Obscure 

CHRISTMAS WOTSIT 2011

	1
	Who bought Chelsea football club for £1 in 1982?
	1

	A
	Ken Bates
	

	2
	Lake Malawi dominates the world market in what specific product?


	1

	A
	Cichlids; a typically aggressive and anti social breed of tropical fish
	

	3
	What connects the Siamese fighting fish and Micky Rourke?    
                                                                                          
	1

	A
	Rumble Fish, 1983 film directed by Francis Ford Coppola and also starring Matt Dillon            
                                                                                        
	

	4
	What links the answer to Q3 to Marie Antoinette?
	1

	A
	  Family – Sofia (FFC’s daughter) directed the film.   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
	

	5
	Which actor completes this famous filming family?                                 
	1

	A
	Nicholas Cage– cousin.                                                                                                                      

	

	6
	Who was the baseball cap wearing leader of the Conservative Party on 31st December 1999?
	1

	A
	William Hague
	

	7
	How many sisters did Oscar Hijuelos say that Emilio Montez O’Brien had?
	1

	A
	14
	

	8
	During WW2, what did airmen refer to as a “fizzer”?


	1

	A
	A charge sheet
	

	9
	Which form of transport was pioneered by Igor Sikorsky?
	1

	A
	Helicopter
	

	10
	Where would you find yellow followed by green and then blue?
	1

	A
	In a rainbow or the colour wheel (either accepted)


	

	11
	Decipher……   1066 = B of H    
	1

	A
	Battle of Hastings


	

	12
	If a village has 320 inhabitants and two-fifths of them are children, how many children live in the village? 

(a) 53  (b) 64  (c) 128  (d) 192


	1

	A
	c) 128
	

	13
	A jar contains counters of various colours.  There are 3 red counters, 4 white counters and 5 green counters.  Two random counters are removed from the jar one at a time.  Once removed, the colour of the counter is noted.  The first counter is not replaced before the second one is drawn. 

Find the probability (a) that both counters are red, and then (b) find the probability that the two counters are not both the same colour
	2

	A
	(a) 1/22(0.045)    (b) 47/66 (0.71)
	

	14
	In which famous novel would you find freemartins, a centrifugal bumble-puppy and soma?

a) Nineteen Eighty-Four          b) The Hitchhiker’s guide to the Galaxy         c) Brave New World       d) News from Nowhere
	1

	A
	b) Brave New World

	

	15
	‘Lues’ was an alternative name for which disease?


	1

	A
	Syphilis

	

	16
	Decipher…….     2000 = MB        


	1

	A
	Millennium Bug


	

	17
	Name the 6 emergency services that can be reached by dialling 999?
	6

	A
	Police, Ambulance, Fire Service, Coast Guard, Mountain Rescue, Cave Rescue
	

	18
	Which year did Tsar Peter the Great come to power in Russia?
a) 1682    b) 1696    c) 1725    d) 1732


	1

	A
	a) 1682
	

	19
	Which is the most northerly of the Channel Islands?

	1

	A
	Alderney
	

	20
	In 2006, where was Keith Richards when a coconut fell on his head delaying the start of the Rolling Stones tour?
	1

	A
	Fiji
	

	21
	Which of the following is a large South American rodent?

a)  Armadillo   b) capybara   c) cottonmouth  d) kelpie

	1

	A
	b) Capybara
	

	22
	Roddy Piper, Steve Austin and Jesse Ventura are all famous for their achievements in which sport?


	1

	A
	Wrestling


	

	23
	Decipher……….  57 = HV          


	1

	A
	Heinz Varieties


	

	24
	In a school orchestra (made up of pupils in either the Upper or Lower School) 40% of the musicians are boys.  Of the boys, 30% are in the Upper School.  Of the girls in the orchestra, 50% are in the Upper School.  Find the probability that a musician chosen at random is in the Upper School.
	1

	A
	0.42
	

	25
	(a) Which MP was made particularly 'famous' on September 15th 1830?
(b) What was the reason for his fame?
 
	2

	A
	http://www.resco.co.uk/history_huskisson.html  
(a) MP, William Huskisson. 

(b) He fell under a train and was fatally injured. 

	

	26
	In philosophy, knowledge that does not depend on experience is called:   a) a posterior knowledge    b) propter hoc knowledge   c) status quo knowledge   (d) a priori knowledge

	1

	A
	d)a priori knowledge 

	

	27
	If you were to introduce yourself in France as being from ‘Le Pays de Galles’, where would you be from?


	1

	A
	Wales

	

	28
	Who composed the ballet Petrushka?
	1

	A
	Igor Stravinsky


	

	29
	Decipher…….. 6 = KG           


	1

	A
	King Georges


	

	30
	Why is G sharp/A flat unique amongst all the musical notes?

	1

	A
	All other notes can be written as a double flat or a double sharp of another note so all note have 3 names, but G#/Ab only has two.  (Example C double sharp = D = E double flat)

	

	31
	Which word is missing from the following famous quotation from Shakespeare: ‘The sling and arrows of ………… fortune.’

	1

	A
	Outrageous

	

	32
	In David Hockney’s painting ‘ Mr and Mrs Clarke and Percy’ (a) who is the woman and            

(b) who is Percy?


	2

	A
	a) Celia Birtwell     b) their cat

	

	33
	Who are Winnie the Pooh’s friends?(1 point for each correctly given.)


	1+

	A
	Christopher Robin, Tigger, Piglet, Eyore, Kanga, Owl (aka Wol), Rabbit and Roo


	

	34
	Radio’s Arthur Strong is titled.  What is his title?

	1

	A
	Count

	

	35
	In ‘Clare in the Community’, what is Clare’s occupation?

	1

	A
	Social Worker

	

	36
	Which of the following is not a decathlon event?

a) High jump   b) javelin   c) swimming    d) hurdles

	1

	A
	c)Swimming

	

	37
	Which of the following is a subatomic particle that transmits the strong force binding nucleons together?
A) Meon    b) nucleation    

c) meson      d) neutron


	1

	A
	a) Meson

	

	38
	What would you be harvesting if you were picking bolls?


	1

	A
	Cotton

	

	39
	What very famous musical piece did Kurt Weill and Bertolt Brecht write collaboratively?
	1

	A
	The Threepenny Opera


	

	40
	What is the name of Ed Reardon’s cat?


	1

	A
	Elgar

	

	41
	This year’s poetry competition, ‘Picture This’, was based on a painting.  Who was the artist?
	1

	A
	Edward Hopper

	

	42
	Which famous post-impressionist was first a priest, then a prep school teacher and achieved neither fame nor fortune in his lifetime?
	  1 

	A
	Vincent Van Gogh


	

	43
	What are DCC, CM and CD in total?


	1

	A
	MM or 2,000

	

	44
	What spelling rule that had been in use since 1866 was reported in the press as having gone out of fashion in 2009?


	1

	A
	 i before e except after c

	

	45
	During Mary Queen of Scots’ reign Colquhoun was a member of the court.  To what role was he appointed?
	1

	A
	Jester

	

	46
	(a) Where would you find sl1kn1psso? (b) What does it mean?


	2

	A
	(a) A knitting pattern (b) slip a stitch, knit a stitch, pass the slipped stitch over.


	

	47
	What was the UK Christmas No.1 hit single in 1980?  An extra point if you can name the artist as well as the title

	2

	A
	There’s No-one Quite Like Grandma 

St Winifred’s School Choir

	

	48
	In the art room we have quite a lot of H2Al2(SiO4)2H2O. What might this be? 


	1

	A
	Clay

	

	49
	Calculate the time of two chukkas and an interval (not half time)

	

	A
	Seven & a half minutes x 2 + 3 minutes interval = 18 minutes (19 minutes accepted – taking into account a further 30 secs per chukka which can be played)

	

	50
	Who was Van Gogh’s doctor?

	1

	A
	Dr Paul Gachet

	

	51
	Whose last words were, “Either that wallpaper goes, or I do”?


	1

	A
	Oscar Wilde


	

	52
	What do Bill Gates, Queen Elizabeth II, Fidel Castro and Phil Collins have in common?

	1

	A
	They are all left handed.


	

	53
	How long was the ark?


	1

	A
	300 cubits


	

	54
	Frederick Sanger achieved the same notable thing, first in 1958 and again in1980.  What was this?


	1

	A
	The Nobel Prize for Chemistry


	

	55
	Where would you find Jarom, Helaman, Omni and Ether?


	1

	A
	In the 1830 Book of Mormon


	

	56
	What was the name of Rigsby’s cat?
	1



	A
	Vienna

	

	57
	Decipher………29 = D in a LYF  


	

	A
	Days in a leap year February

	

	58
	Which country's name, when written in English, has the same letter three times in the first five letters?


	1

	A
	Uruguay

	

	59
	What colour top is Mr Owens wearing on the 1995 school photo. An extra Mark. If you know the make of the top.

	1 + 1

	A
	 Blue  / Umbro 


	

	60
	Who are the current holders of the following sports day records:
(a) Senior 100 m   (b) Junior 75m   (c) Intermediate cricket ball   (d) Senior shot putt   (e) Junior Long Jump   

(f)Intermediate 200 m   (g)Junior High Jump
	7

	A
	(a) Senior 100 m - Fergus Wright             
(b) Junior 75m - Michael Brooks

(c) Intermediate cricket ball - Louis Hilton

(d) Senior shot putt - Pepe Barroso

(e) Junior Long Jump - Hector Welby

(f) Intermediate 200 m - Jack Francklin

(g) Junior High Jump - Hector Welby

	

	61
	Who held the tenancy of Wildfell Hall?

	1

	A
	Mrs  Graham  aka Mrs Helen Lawrence Huntingdon (either accepted)_

	

	62
	If you write (spell) all the numbers from 1 to 99 which vowel will you not use?

	

	A
	A
	

	63
	Cryptic clue: There's a girl here staring you in the face. (7 letters)

	1

	A
	Theresa
	

	64
	Which teacher has a birthday the day before Mr Coleman?

	1

	A
	Miss Leadbetter


	

	65
	What stitch is created in crochet if you do the following:
Yarn over hook three times, insert hook into next st and pull up a loop and work off 2 loops at a time( until only one loop remains on hook).

	1

	A
	Double treble crochet.

	

	66
	What is the name of the optical toy in which figures made to revolve on the inside of a cylinder, and viewed through slits in its circumference, appear like a single figure through a series of natural motions as if animated or mechanically moved? 

	1

	A
	Zoetrope


	

	67
	Find the names of two stations on the London Underground that contain all five vowels.

	2

	A
	South Ealing and Mansion House


	

	68
	What did Colley Cibber, Nahum Tate and Nicholas Rowe have in common?
	1

	A
	They were all Poet Laureates.


	

	69
	What is being described here?

The rope must not be less than 10 centimetres, or more than 12.5 centimetres in circumference and must be free from knots.  The ends of the rope shall have a whipping finish. The minimum length of the rope must not be less than 33.5 metres.


	1

	A
	The specification of competition grade rope for Tug-‘o-War

	

	70
	What did Pele, Tiberius, Paul Klee and George VI have in common?


	1

	A
	They were all left handed


	

	71
	What was the name of John Lennon’s cat?


	1

	A
	Elvis


	

	72
	Decipher – 1917 = RR
	1

	A
	.  Russian Revolution
	

	73
	Cryptic Clue:      sgeg (two words, 9, 4)
	1

	A
	Scrambled eggs
	

	74
	What is the name of an object or design resembling a cross with a loop instead of a top arm, used in ancient Egypt as a symbol of life? 

	1

	A
	Ankh
	

	75
	Name the school that James Taylor scored his maiden hundred against.

 
	1

	A
	Beachborough

	

	76
	Name the Birmingham League team James Taylor played for whilst in the Worcestershire CCC Academy before returning to Leicestershire CCC.


	1

	A
	Kidderminster
	

	77
	Name the team James Taylor scored his maiden hundred against at Trent Bridge.
	1

	A
	Harrow under 15 Taverners final (playing for Shrewsbury)
	

	78
	What is a “soutier-gorge” and what is its literal translation?
	2

	A
	Bra (throat support)
	

	79
	What is a “chauve-sounis” and what is its literal translation?
	

	A
	Bat (bald mouse)

	2

	80
	What is a “toad” in French?
	

	A
	Un crapaud
	1

	81
	Cryptic Clue:  Die of cold. (two words, 3, 4)

	

	A
	Ice cube

	

	82
	Decipher……..  26 = L in the A  


	1

	A
	letters in the Alphabet

	

	83
	CRYPTIC CLUE:   A reprint novel, a hardback which Amazon might supply? (8 letters)

	1

	A
	Terrapin 

	

	84
	Who is the socialist candidate for the next FRENCH Presidential elections?

	1

	A
	Françoise Holland

	

	85
	Why is Rosemary Frankland a famous Briton?

	1

	A
	The first British winner of Miss World.
	

	86
	Which British Motor Racing Word Champion also competed for his country in shooting?

	1

	A
	Jackie Stewart

	

	87
	What is ‘a seal’ in French?
	1

	A
	Une phoque
	

	88
	 Who is the only member of the Beatles not recorded in the top hundred Great Britons?

	1

	A
	Ringo Starr
	

	89
	What were the names of Shakespeare’s twin children?
	1

	A
	Hamnet and Judith
	

	90
	C4N Y0U R34D 7HI5 M355463? 7H15 M355463 53RV3S 70 PR0V3 70 U5 4LL H0W 0UR M1ND5 C4N D0 R34LLY 4M4Z1N6 7H1N65…. 70 574R7 W17H 17 W45 V3RY H4RD 70 R34D 7H15 P455463 3451LY. BU7 N0W, 0N 7H15 L1N3, Y0UR BR41N 15 4BL3 70 R34D 17 AU70M471C4LLY W170U7 Y0U 3V3N H4V1N6 70 TH1NK 4B0U7 17 47 4LL! R34LLY 1MPR3551V3 57UFF, 3H? 0NLY C3R741N P30PL3 4R3 4BL3 70 R34D 7H15….. C4N Y0U?  What is 6?
	1

	A
	G
RIDDLES
	

	91
	What am I?

My first is in cover but not in lid

My second in octopus, not in squid

My third is in marmalade, also in jam

And my fourth is in pork yet never in ham

My fifth is in uncle and also in aunt

My sixth’s first in treacle and fifth when in plant

My seventh is in every, eve and ewe twice

Whilst my last is in curry as well as in rice.


	1

	A
	Computer


	

	92
	What are we?

We are eleven in total but take a breather after five.

We have four letters that kick of which two are silent.

We can be found where there’s a white elephant.


	1

	A
	Knick-knacks

	

	93
	What am I?

Your father’s father’s dark and tall.

His movements all are rather small.

His hands on his face, his back to the wall,

He knows his place, it’s in the hall.

So ends my game….so what’s his name?

It’s time to tell, which he tells well.


	1

	A
	Grandfather clock


	

	94
	What am I?

I am at your beginning and your end.

I dog your footsteps and cannot be shaken off.

Though I fade from view you are never alone.

So silent that you often forget me.

I am still there, your constant companion.


	1

	A
	Shadow


	

	95
	I have no colour – not even white but sometimes I appear blue.

Sometimes I’m still and sometimes I rush.

I can be very strong – strong enough to knock you over and strong enough to support a great weight.

I can change my shape.

Sometimes I’m hot, sometimes I’m cold.

You couldn’t live without me.

	1

	A
	Water

	

	96
	What musical instrument doesn’t tell the truth?

	1

	A
	A lyre (a liar)
	

	97
	What can go up a chimney down,
but can't go down a chimney up?


	1

	A
	An umbrella
	

	98
	WHAT IS BROWN AND STICKY?


	1

	A
	A stick
	

	99
	Why is six afraid of seven?

	1

	A
	Because seven ate (eight) nine.
	

	100
	What’s the difference between a stoat and a weasel?


	1

	A
	A  weasel is weasely recognised and a stoat is stoatly different!
	


TIE BREAKER

Please compose your own riddle 
(complete with the answer at the bottom of the page)
In the event of a tie, the most original and brain-teasing riddle will swing it.

	Answer:


